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AMENDMENT OF THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions of claims in. the application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of assaying a test compound for an effect on' 
hypertension parameters, said method comprising: 

(a) providing a Dahl Salt-sensitive"^ rat non human maminal whose genome comprises a 
functional ftmctionolly variant al Na,K-ATPase hypertension susceptibility gene; 

(b) administe]-ing said test compound to said rag fl^ i-haman ma iflmat?; and 

(c) deTermining whether the test compound affects hypertension parameters in said nit 
non - hmaan mamma jt relative to hypertension pai'ameters in a rat B^t4>^H iaitt manTaaal whose 
geiiome comprises a wild type al Na,K-ATPase gene. 

2-4 (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously Presented) Themetbodof claim 1, wherein said hypertension paiameters 
arc blood pressure, life span, or renal pathology. 
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